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Changing 
and 

Choosing a Lane 
 
Dear Driver: 

Changing lanes includes: 
 Changing from one lane to another 
 Passing another vehicle 
 Merging onto a roadway from an entrance ramp 
 Entering the roadway from the curb or shoulder 

 
When changing lanes you must check for possible hazards or vehicles in the lane 
you want to enter.  This means you must take in the whole picture and check for 
traffic ahead, to the sides and behind your vehicle before you change lanes.  
 
When changing lanes, be a defensive driver and in this order: 

1. Communicate first and use your turn signals 
2. Secondly keep your eyes moving and check your mirrors 
3. Next check for blind spots 
4. Once you have determined the lane you are moving into is safe and clear, 

change lanes 
5. Lastly turn your signal off once you have completed your lane change 

 
When changing lanes do you ask yourself was the lane change necessary?  Did you 
make the right move?  Which lane is correct?  Are you a lane changer/jumper? 
 
Most often you choose your lane based on traffic flow.  Generally on a four lane 
highway you should travel in the outside (meaning right-hand) lane and use the 
inside (meaning extreme left) lane only when you need to pass another vehicle. 
 
If there are three or more lanes on each side, you should consider moving to the 
center lane(s) for normal travel as the slowest traffic normally moves to the outside 
lane.  The inside lane is a passing lane.  In many state and local 
jurisdictions, large vehicles are barred from traveling in the fast 
or left lane. 
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Some states recently have instituted regulations, especially on four lane and 
interstate highways, stating that drivers may be cited for impeding traffic if you 
stay in the left lane and don’t move to the right lane.  The new regulations are to 
reduce aggressive driving and road rage which results many times when a driver 
even though traveling at the posted speed limit impedes traffic and prevent other 
drivers from passing. 
 
Be a courteous and defensive driver when changing and choosing a lane…….. 
 

Make the Correct and Right Move! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information provided in this document is of a general nature, based on certain assumptions, and is intended as 
background material.  The contents of this document may omit certain details and cannot be regarded as advice 
that would be applicable to all businesses.  The background presented is not a substitute for a thorough loss 
control survey of your business operations.  Readers seeking resolution of specific safety issues or business 
concerns regarding this topic should consult a professional safety consultant.  We do not warrant that the 
implementation of any view or recommendation contained herein will result in the elimination of any unsafe 
conditions at your business locations or with respect to your business operations.  Further, we do not warrant that 
the implementation of any view or recommendation will result in compliance with the health, fire, or safety 
standards or codes of any local, state, or federal ordinance, regulation, statute or law.  We assume no 
responsibility for the control or correction of hazards, and the views and recommendations contained herein shall 
not constitute our undertaking, on your behalf or for the benefit of others, to determine or warrant that your 
business locations or business operations are safe or healthful, or are in compliance with any law, rule or 
regulation.  Accordingly The Hartford disclaims any liability for loss, damage or injury to you, your employees, 
invitees, or any third parties, as a result of any views or recommendations expressed herein. 


